Eighteen years ago Leaderman [Trans. Sot. Rheol., I, 213 (1957) ] published a nomenclature for linear viscoelasticity.
Since that time the science of rheology has matured and its use in other disciplines has grown.
In order to facilitate communication between these diverse disciplines, a systematic organization of names and symbols is very desirable.
In 1970, F. R. Eirich, as vice-president of the Society of Rheology, formed an ad hoc committee to review the status of rheological nomenclature.
This committee first convened at the Princeton Annual Society meeting.
The committee then agreed that a uniform system of nomenclature for material properties, such as moduli, viscosities, etc., was needed.
It was also agreed that the existing prevalent usages should serve as guide lines for proposed nomenclature.
Subsequent to the original meeting, several approaches to a uniform system of nomenclature were explored. Also, the systemization of non-linear nomenclature was considered to be premature.
A future committee should be organized to consider this vital area of rheology.
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